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House-wine hunting

Bagging your favorite restaurant bottles
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| f you're looking for a spe-
cial bottle of wine for the
holidays—be it for a feast
or gift—you can always
head 1o vour local wine shop
for a familiar label or advice
ON & New wine.

But you might also dis-
cover the wvintage of your
dreams a1t a  restaurant,
which are play-ing up to
patrons adventurous streaks
with growing lists of quality
wines. Once you've sipped it
and liked it, the wrick is often
tracking it down, since many
of the wines come from
small producers only distrib-
uted to restaurants.

And diners m Taste, Eli
Labar's restaurant on the
Upper East Side, need only
walk a few steps to
W.LN.E.. the adjoining
store, to find any of the 20
wines by the glass or 50 bot-
tles from small producers.

Wine director, Jonathan

Laufer, who runs back and
forth between the store and
the restaurant, 15 “really
proud of the list we have
because it encompasses so
many varietals you wouldn’t
normally see in a by-the-
glass list.”

He's especially excited
about the Nigi Gruner
Velthiner from Austna, an
up- and-coming white grape.
“It’s such a wonderful wine,
s0 food-friendly or you can
have it as an apenuf,” he
SaYs,

Buying for both the
restaurant and the wine store
means he's able to make
deals with wine makers so
he can have unusual wines to
pour by the glass.

“That's what's so excit-
ing.,” he says, “We introduce
our customers 1o a wine and
then they come next door
and buy ir.”

by Cynthia Kilian
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